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There are steps you can take to reduce the impact 
of combined sewer overflow. See reverse.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
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ON In 2017 Jersey City is focusing on ensuring clean 

water and reduced flood events. Learn about the 
waterways in Jersey City and how to take action 
for a cleaner community.

water.innovatejerseycity.org

A Combined Sewer System (CSS) 
  is when wastewater and stormwater 
    enter the same pipes underground. 

WHY IS THIS A PROBLEM?
When it rains, a lot of water enters the pipes quickly mixing 
with wastewater, or sewage, causing them to fill up. When the 
pipes are over full, they spill into the Hudson and Hackensack 
Rivers polluting them with waste and sewage. When this 
happens we call it a Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO). 
               

           

Sewer Storm sewer

CSO outfall

Treated water 

Combined sewer overflow, (CSO)
(during heavy rain events, untreated 
stormwaterand sewage overflow 
into the river) 

Combined 
sewer 

Stormwater 
catch basins 

Stormwater 
downspouts
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what can YOU do? 
IN YOUR HOME & COMMUNITY
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CITY HALL

Have you heard about green infrastructure (GI)?

bioswale
This oversized tree pit is 
filled with plants, sand, 
gravel, and engineered soil, 
which are specifically designed to 
absorb water. Inlets divert rainwater 
from the street into the bioswale 
instead of the storm drain.

rain garden
A garden specially 
designed to absorb 
stormwater run-off from 
roads, parking lots, 
and sidewalks

rain barrel
This container captures up to 
50 gallons of stormwater runoff 
which would otherwise flow into 
the sewer. This water is not 
drinkable, but can be used 
for watering or washing 
outdoors.

porous pavement
This permeable surface allows 
stormwater to pass back into 
the ground instead of running 
off into storm drains. Surfaces 
like this also protect trees by 
accommodating root growth.

GI is a common alternative to absorb storm water instead of having it running 
to underground sewage. Here are some examples:

When it’s raining you should avoid releasing more water into 
your drains because there’s already a lot of rainwater 
flowing into the sewer system.

For more information visit: water.innovatejerseycity.org

Flush your
toilet less

Plant 
vegetation 

that absorbs 
a lot of 
water

Do your
laundry
the day
after it
rains

Install a
rain barrel
to collect

stormwater
from your
downspout

Adopt a 
catch basin! 

Keep the 
storm drain 
near your 

home clear 

Don’t litter! 
Trash clogs 

storm drains, 
leading to 

flooding

Run the
dishwasher 

the day 
after it
rains

Learn more about the waterways in Jersey City 
and how to take action for a cleaner community 
at water.innovatejerseycity.org

280 Grove Street Room 213
Jersey City, New Jersey 07302
Phone: 201-547-6587

Keep your eyes peeled throughout 2017 
for green infrastructure in action at the 

City Hall Demonstration Site! 
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